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Hello everyone and I mean everyone! I hope you have had as an enjoyable summer as I 
have had. Yes, it went too fast but hey when you are having fun that is what happens 
right? We were able to enjoy some nice rides and road trips this summer from the Pan 
Head Ride to Milwaukee to the Black hills Road Run just a couple of weeks ago. We have 
had so much going on we had to postpone the Templeton Rye ride for another year! We 
promise to make it there this next year for sure! I was not able to make the Drift less 
Chapter Road Ride but, from talking to people that did, it sure sounded like they were 
living right and luck was on their side with all the weather issues. I know this has been 
said before but I am going to say it again…the road rides and meets are the best part of 
the whole darn thing. So make plans to attend at least one or more and we will hope to 
see you there! 
 
We have two more events yet this year (other than our wonderful dinner meetings) - the 
first will be all fun and games with Scott and Nancy graciously hosting his “Waubonise” 
Dirt Road Run. Now for those of you that are unfamiliar with this, you better call Scott so 
he can fill you in (yes, it is in the Loess Hills and yes it will be a blast). The second is all 
business…our annual business meeting being held at our usual spot of Famous Dave’s on 
120th and L street in Omaha. Last year we had an issue as they double booked us with 
another event but they promise to make it up to us this year. Sunday is all day happy hour 
so come for the food and drink and please bring your ideas for next year! Yes, we need 
you and your ideas…without you this whole thing would not happen. We have a great 
team of people who donate their time but we can always use more as the more hands the 
easier the lifting right? 
 
Hope to see you soon!   J.R.  

The President’s Lowdown 
Jarl Rue 

The Retarded Spark 
The Official Publication of the Omaha Chapter AMCA® 

 

 

 



 

 
www.omahachapteramca.org  Page 2 of 24 

 

Omaha Chapter Antique Motorcycle Club of America®  Fall 2018 
 

I hope everyone enjoyed the summer riding season! Hopefully we still have some warm 
days ahead of us so we can continue to ride. Please check the Schedule of Events and join 
us for our get togethers! We especially hope that you’ll join us for the chapter business 
meeting to provide input on club decisions for 2019. Also, to keep our Name That Antique 
Motorcycle section going, please send in past photos of yourself or other members on a 
motorcycle.  
 

  

Well, we set off with the best of intentions! The plan was to ride our Panheads to 
Milwaukee to help celebrate the 70th anniversary of the Panhead. The first (and 
apparently the most difficult) leg of the journey was to ride from Omaha to Blair NE. Five 
Panheads were slated to make the trip. The first to bow out was Larry Spence’s 1962. The 
old girl refused to cooperate and was and early scratch. My 1967 “Panhead” was the 
second to crap out. It is a very rare and finicky model constructed by the factory and Gary 
Mandolfo. It was sidelined by knocking in the top end. The final straw was Jarl’s beautiful 
1962 dropping out of the race. At least he got to ride it from his house to Bob Alf’s garage. 
So, that left Wes Scott and Ray Barr. Both of their bikes performed almost flawlessly with 
only the occasional missing bolt and rare push start. The rest of the crew got there by 
riding Shovelheads and other more modern machines. The chase truck (provided by Ray) 
was ably manned by Jarod (Ray’s son). We rolled into Milwaukee and were greeted by a 
huge outdoor party complete with hundreds of old bikes and my favorite thing…food!! 
The next day we spent time going through the Harley Museum and making new friends 
and at least one enemy (oops, my fault). We set out the next day for home with Larry 
Spence riding my 1966 FL. We were about 1/3rd of the way home and the bike started 
farting out and Larry was “forced” to make the rest of the trip in the air-conditioned chase 
truck. Coincidence? I don’t think so!! We made it the rest of the way with no issues and, 
as usual, we all had a great time! 
 

Notes from the Editor-in-Chief 
Bruce (Scoop) Johnson 

 

Wild Ones Vintage Motorcycle Rally (July 2018) 
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For full size pictures from the event, click here: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/Rgteu2GycbHjMD8Z7 

  

https://photos.app.goo.gl/Rgteu2GycbHjMD8Z7
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We left bright and early for Lincoln after a wholesome breakfast at McDonalds (some of 

us went to the truck stop and neglected to tell the rest of us, I’m sure it was an oversight). 

Rusty was shoehorned into the sidecar. It was a beautiful day…but as we turned onto Hwy 

6 my bike stopped running. Rusty alertly spotted the broken coil wire and after a few 

minutes we were off and running. We spent several hours mixing it up with other bikers 

and were treated by the sponsor Great Plains Cycle to hotdogs and chicken. On the trip 

home, my bike coughed and sputtered, broke the windshield mount, and lost a seat 

bolt…in other words, It was great!!! If you haven’t attended this event, make sure you 

make it next year as it is a great event and well attended. 

 

Pioneer Park Road Ride (August 2018) 
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For full size pictures from the event, click here: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/kfPfPyupLAqsVCZ17 

 

  

Rusty and I set off for the Black Hills with sidecar in tow. We rented a fish shack and 
proceeded to try and hook up with Jarl and Dave on the run. We weren’t exactly supposed 
to be there (we applied too late to get an actual invite) but we acted like we knew what 
we were doing and managed to spend some time with the gang in the parking lot of the 
host motel.  
 
Rusty is going to build another bike so we went down to Jerry Greer’s Indian shop in 
Deadwood for a visit and a parts buying spree. Tood (the owner) was gracious with his 
time and we used as much as he could spare. He has a first class operation with several 
bikes on lifts and a basement full of thousands of Indian parts. They even have their own 
paint booth! We paid up and thanked him for all the support he gives our chapter.  
 
We took in the sights on Saturday and Sunday until the Cannonballers rolled into Sturgis 
on Sunday around 4 pm. We found out that one of the Nebraska riders (Dave Volnek) got 
the news that his mother-in-law had passed away so our favorite Moto Guzzi guy Capt. 
Bob Alf stepped up and took over his riding duties until Dave got back. Steve Andreasen 
had a breakdown every day of the trip on his 1914 Harley Single. With his wife Robin 
wrenching by his side he has managed to ride most of the way. I made sure to be helpful 
by saying “at least it is something different every time” and “you should have it sorted out 

Black Hills National Road Run (September 2018) 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/kfPfPyupLAqsVCZ17
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by Maine”. Steve didn’t think my comments were helpful. It’s very cool to see how much 
everyone on the ride pulls together to help each other make it to the end. We managed to 
visit with Kevin Naser, Bob Alf, and Steve and Robin while they were at the stop. I have to 
say I am proud to know these guys! It is a wonderful thing that they d0. 

 

 



 

 
www.omahachapteramca.org  Page 9 of 24 

 

Omaha Chapter Antique Motorcycle Club of America®  Fall 2018 
 



 

 
www.omahachapteramca.org  Page 10 of 24 

 

Omaha Chapter Antique Motorcycle Club of America®  Fall 2018 
 



 

 
www.omahachapteramca.org  Page 11 of 24 

 

Omaha Chapter Antique Motorcycle Club of America®  Fall 2018 
 

 

For full size pictures from the event, click here: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/tKBN7jVdmu1fi2yy5 

  

https://photos.app.goo.gl/tKBN7jVdmu1fi2yy5
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We had our annual picnic in association with the annual Butterfield’s Hot Dog Days and 
it was a success! We hung our banner and mingled with prospective members. We even 
picked up 2 new accounts to advertise in our swap meet book. It was great exposure and 
much thanks to Breese, Vivian, Becky, and Vanessa for putting on a great event. 

 

For full size pictures from the event, click here: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/1eKuTrbDFFkBUPRm7 

  

Butterfield’s Hot Dog Days/Chapter Picnic (September 2018) 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/1eKuTrbDFFkBUPRm7
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Blast from the Past 
Materials from the Bob Butterfield Vault 
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Please submit your photos to OmahaAMCA@gmail.com to be included in future newsletters.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
PARTS WANTED: 

Shovelhead 2 into 1 w/ 

kicker headpipe/exhaust. 

66-71 tank emblems. Pogo 

seat t-bar. Runner/rider 

condition. Contact Kory 

Varilek at (402) 719-1640. 

FOR SALE: Heather’s 

Leathers is coming to the 

Fremont meet and is taking 

orders for custom seats. 

Order online at 

http://heathersleathers.com/ 

WANTED: 1947 Nebraska 

Motorcycle License Plate, 

Linkert M51 Carburetor, 

and 1947 Harley 

speedometer. Contact Dale 

Gammell (402-214-0839). 

 
Please send classified ad requests to OmahaAMCA@gmail.com  

Name That Antique Motorcyclist 
Who Am I? Stay tuned to the next edition for the answer.  

Classifieds 

June’s Motorcyclist 

Jeff Lauritsen 

Name That Antique Motorcyclist 

mailto:OmahaAMCA@gmail.com
http://heathersleathers.com/
mailto:OmahaAMCA@gmail.com
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Jarl Rue 
President 
(402) 510-3725 
jrue@omahachapteramca.org 

 

Scott Larson 
Road Captain 
(402) 660-3932 
bentbike62@gmail.com 

 

Ray Barr 
Vice President 
(402) 578-1300 
panmanray@gmail.com 

 

Bruce Johnson 
Newsletter Editor 
(402) 677-3003 
bruce.g.johnson@gmail.com 

 

Nancy Larson 
Treasurer 
(402) 660-4199 
quiltaholic62@gmail.com 

 

Larry Clare 
At Large Director 
(712) 310-3347 
clarel1@peoplepc.com 

 

Paul Shedd 
Secretary 
(402) 330-4856 
paulbe155@yahoo.com 

  

 
 
 

 
This newsletter is published quarterly and distributed to Omaha Chapter members, the 
editors of other AMCA® Chapters, the Directors and Officers of the Antique Motorcycle 
Club of America®, as well as individuals and businesses that support the Omaha Chapter, 
AMCA®, Inc. Membership in the Omaha Chapter of the AMCA® is open to all National 
AMCA® members in good standing. Omaha Chapter dues are $15 per year, which entitles 
each member to an annual subscription to the chapter newsletter, all chapter 
announcements, and an Omaha Chapter membership card. The membership year begins 
January 1st and ends December 31st. Please see the website (www.omahachapteramca.org) 
to join online, or mail dues and membership applications to Omaha Chapter AMCA® (PO 
Box 1712 Bellevue NE 68005). 

 

Omaha Chapter Directors 
 

Newsletter and Membership Information 

mailto:jrue@omahachapteramca.org
mailto:bentbike62@gmail.com
mailto:panmanray@gmail.com
mailto:bruce.g.johnson@gmail.com
mailto:quiltaholic62@gmail.com
mailto:clarel1@peoplepc.com
mailto:paulbe155@yahoo.com
http://www.omahachapteramca.org/


 

 

2018 AMCA® Remaining Events 

Sept 28-29  
Chesapeake Chapter National Meet  
www.ccamca.org  

Jefferson, PA 

Oct 6 
Waubonsie Dirt Road Run 
Meet at Scott’s at 9 AM (61333 Levi Rd Glenwood IA) 

Tabor, IA 

Oct 16 
Chapter Get Together – 6:00 PM 
Stumble Inn (15409 S. 2nd Street) 

Bennington, NE 

Oct 21 
Chapter Business Meeting – 2:00 PM 
Famous Dave’s (12020 Anne Street) 

Omaha, NE 

Nov 20 
Chapter Get Together – 6:00 PM 
Stumble Inn (15409 S. 2nd Street) 

Bennington, NE 

Dec 18 
Chapter Christmas Party  
TBD 

Omaha, NE 

 

http://www.ccamca.org/

