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Hello to you wonderful motorcycle enthusiasts! I’m excited to say this has been a 
wonderful summer to ride an antique motorcycle. We’ve had great weather and great 
rides! I always say I would rather be lucky than good and we’ve been lucky this year! The 
ride to Templeton was better than we expected! Plus, we were able to stop at Dean 
Foresman’s really cool shop. Thanks Dean for the grand tour and the refreshments! Please 
thank your wife also if for nothing else but for putting up with us and you for all these 
years! And a special thanks to Nick the Navigator for doing a great job with the ride! 
 
Well, we’re not done yet so next up is Kory Varilek’s  “Spoketember” cycle show on 
September 7th from 12 to 4 PM. If you have questions, please call Kory (402-719-1640) and 
he’ll help you out. Then on the 21st we have Scott Larson’s Waubonsie Dirt Road Run. Yes, 
it’s been moved up from October just so you could attend so be there. Last year was a 
blast even with the poor weather…I’m sure this year will be twice as fun. Call Scott with 
questions and he’ll straighten you out. I know you haven’t had enough fun yet so get over 
to Butterfield’s on the 22nd for Hot Dog Days. Yes, this was our annual picnic weekend 
but nobody told Breeze so we’ll graciously relent and let him have it (in more ways than 
one). We’ll have our picnic on September 29th at Glenwood State Park so please change 
your calendars so you’re not at the wrong place at the right time!  
 
Looks like we have something going on almost every weekend in September…so that 
brings me to October. We have our annual business meeting Sunday October 20th at 2:00 
PM at Famous Dave’s (120th and L Street) in the back party room. Please plan on 
attending and let your voice be heard. We need your input and support for this year and 
next year because we all know it is all about you! 
 
Thank you and see you on the road!  J.R.  

The President’s Lowdown 
Jarl Rue 

The Retarded Spark 
The Official Publication of the Omaha Chapter AMCA® 
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I hope you all had a great summer and are ready for the fall season. We still have lots of 
activities planned for this year. Please check the Schedule of Events and join us on as 
many as you can! Also, to keep our Name That Antique Motorcycle section going, please 
send in past photos of yourself or other members on a motorcycle to 
OmahaAMCA@gmail.com. 
 

  

It was a near perfect day for a ride...We met for breakfast at the Village Inn on Broadway 
in Council Bluffs. By the time we were ready to roll we had 25 motorcycles in the group. 
Nick Hildreth took us on scenic backroads and byways up through Walnut and on to 
Templeton Iowa. There, we got a very interesting tour of a brand-new distillery built to 
make Rye Whiskey. We learned that the fine upstanding men of Templeton ran quite a 
bootlegging enterprise during prohibition! We also learned several ways that they broke 
the law, including flying whiskey to Chicago to supply Al Capone with booze! They even 
got the village priest involved in hiding the stuff. In one form or another they have been 
selling whiskey around those parts until they decided to go legit.  The facility we toured 
was state-of-the-art and was a very impressive operation. The modern place still had 
some small-town touches, such as naming each vat of fermenting whiskey after one of the 
town’s original bootleggers. At the end of the tour, our group was offered small shots of 
the finished product and those that partook enjoyed it. On the way home after stopping 
for a delicious lunch, the group stopped at Dean’s Garage to look at his collection (I had 
to go home so no pics of that). It was a great day and everyone had fun as usual! 

For full size pictures from the event, click here: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/zB6cMZXqm8kST5KA9 

 

  

Notes from the Editor-in-Chief 
Bruce (Scoop) Johnson 

 

Templeton Rye Ride (July 2019) 
 

 

 

mailto:OmahaAMCA@gmail.com
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Sunday dawned wet and rainy…news from Atlantic Iowa was that 4 inches of rain had 
fallen overnight. But, the bravest Omaha Chapter members met at Henry's Diner in 
Crescent Iowa for a delicious breakfast and BS session. We set out for Marne Iowa and 
Baxter Cycle’s annual bike show and hot dog feed. Jim Crist led the way on his 500 cc 
Royal Enfield Thumper, taking 2-lane (mostly paved) roads all the way. We arrived dry as 
a bone without mishap and watched as everyone rolled in. The show was mostly British 
bikes and I would say at least 30 or 40 bikes braved the elements to come and show off 
their bikes and enjoy root beer floats, Baxter hot dogs, and beans. All kidding aside, 
Randy Baxter has always been a great friend to the Omaha Chapter. It was great to see his 
new showroom and to hear about his new store being constructed in Omaha. I know we 
all wish him the best of luck! Until next year…  
 

For full size pictures from the event, click here:  
https://photos.app.goo.gl/cPGbsJPrFdmYR2cGA 

 

  

  

  

Baxter Cycle Open House (August 2019) 
 

 

 

August Chapter Get Together 
 

 

 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/cPGbsJPrFdmYR2cGA
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Last edition, the description of this event was inadvertently left out. Below are 
more details about the event, followed by the photos from the crew that attended: 
Ray and Lori Barr, Jarl Rue, and Dave Longcrier. 
 
For all of you fellow AMCA national road ride participants, you all know how much fun 
the national road rides are and I have to say that this year’s trip to Texas was right up 
there with the best of them. Although we did not have the biggest entourage (I believe 
that honor went to Wisconsin?) we had a great time with all of our friends from around 
the country. If you have never been to this part of Texas you need to put this on your 
bucket list as even the people from Texas say "this is the best part of Texas" and as a non-
Texas person (someone who really doesn't like Texas), I must admit that I was pleasantly 
surprised by the beauty of the area and terrain. Three days of riding in this part of the 
country (in the spring) makes you appreciate the diversity of our country. 
 
We were told we were lucky as the spring rains had brought out the best spring flowers in 
30 years. It also brought out some water on or over the road ways as down in this part of 
Texas they believe in culverts to pass water under the roads in most of the back country, 
this made for some interesting riding especially on the first day. We heard later that day 
that there were a few eventful water crossing stories to be told.  We also did the three 
sister roads of 335, 337, and 339. If you have a chance you need to run these roads…I 
highly recommend it. As the “everything is bigger in Texas” theme goes, the Cherokee 
chapter outdid themselves and the rest of the country. We were told that they had a 
record number of participants attending this year’s event, largest ever for an AMCA 
National. For more information and pictures please visit the Cherokee chapter website or 
Facebook page, they have a very nice detailed account and a ton of cool pictures. 

For full size pictures from the event, click here: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/GY5NS5GW7VzTLLgp7 

 

Cherokee Chapter National Road Run (April 2019) 
 

 

 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/GY5NS5GW7VzTLLgp7
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Blast from the Past 
Materials from the Bob Butterfield Vault 
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Please submit your photos to OmahaAMCA@gmail.com to be included in future newsletters.  

 

 

Name That Antique Motorcyclist 
June’s Motorcyclist 

Jim Crist 

 

 

PARTS WANTED: 
Shovelhead 2 into 1 w/ 
kicker headpipe/exhaust. 
66-71 tank emblems. 
Pogo seat t-bar. 
Runner/rider condition. 
Contact Kory Varilek at 
(402) 719-1640. 

FOR SALE: Heather’s 
Leathers is coming to the 
Fremont meet and is 
taking orders for custom 
seats. Order online at 
http://heathersleathers.co
m/ 

WANTED: 1947 
Nebraska Motorcycle 
License Plate, Linkert 
M51 Carburetor, and 1947 
Harley speedometer. 
Contact Dale Gammell 
(402-214-0839). 

 
Please send classified ad requests to OmahaAMCA@gmail.com  

Name That Antique Motorcyclist 
Who Am I? Stay tuned to the next edition for the answer.  

Classifieds 

mailto:OmahaAMCA@gmail.com
http://heathersleathers.com/
http://heathersleathers.com/
mailto:OmahaAMCA@gmail.com
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Jarl Rue 
President 
(402) 510-3725 
jrue@omahachapteramca.or
g 

 

Scott Larson 
Road Captain 
(402) 660-3932 
bentbike62@gmail.com 

 

Ray Barr 
Vice President 
(402) 578-1300 
panmanray@gmail.com 

 

Bruce Johnson 
Newsletter Editor 
(402) 677-3003 
bruce.g.johnson@gmail.co
m 

 

Nancy Larson 
Treasurer 
(402) 660-4199 
quiltaholic62@gmail.com 

 

Larry Clare 
At Large Director 
(712) 310-3347 
clarel1@peoplepc.com 

 

Paul Shedd 
Secretary 
(402) 330-4856 
paulbe155@yahoo.com 

  

 
 
 

 
This newsletter is published quarterly and distributed to Omaha Chapter members, the 
editors of other AMCA® Chapters, the Directors and Officers of the Antique Motorcycle 
Club of America®, as well as individuals and businesses that support the Omaha Chapter, 
AMCA®, Inc. Membership in the Omaha Chapter of the AMCA® is open to all National 
AMCA® members in good standing. Omaha Chapter dues are $15 per year, which entitles 
each member to an annual subscription to the chapter newsletter, all chapter 
announcements, and an Omaha Chapter membership card. The membership year begins 
January 1st and ends December 31st. Please see the website (www.omahachapteramca.org) 
to join online, or mail dues and membership applications to Omaha Chapter AMCA® (PO 
Box 1712 Bellevue NE 68005). 
 
 
 
  
 

Omaha Chapter Directors 
 

Newsletter and Membership Information 
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mailto:panmanray@gmail.com
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mailto:paulbe155@yahoo.com
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2019 AMCA Remaining Events 

Sept 4-6  
Music City Chapter National Road Run 
https://www.facebook.com/musiccitychapteramca/ 

 

Nashville, TN 

Sept 7 
Spoketember Cycle Show 
I-29 Dragway 

Pacific Junction, IA 

Sept 17 
Chapter Get Together – 6:00 PM 
TBD 

Omaha, NE 

Sept 21 
Waubonsie Dirt Road Run 
 

Tabor, IA 

Sept 22 
Butterfield’s Hot Dog Daze 
8025 Blondo Street 

Omaha, NE 

Sept 23-25 
Yerba Buena Chapter National Road Run 
www.yerbabuenaamca.org 
 

Monterey, CA 

Sept 27-28  
Chesapeake Chapter National Meet  
www.ccamca.org  

Jefferson, PA 

Sept 29 
Chapter Picnic – 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Glenwood Lake Park (207 East Sharp Street) 

Glenwood, IA 

Oct 15 
Chapter Get Together – 6:00 PM 
TBD 

Omaha, NE 

Oct 20 
Chapter Business Meeting – 2:00 PM 
Famous Dave’s (12020 Anne Street) 

Omaha, NE 

Nov 19 
Chapter Get Together – 6:00 PM 
TBD 

Omaha, NE 

Dec 17 
Chapter Christmas Party  
TBD 

Omaha, NE 

 

https://www.facebook.com/musiccitychapteramca/
http://www.yerbabuenaamca.org/
http://www.ccamca.org/

