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Guten Morgen, Bonjour, Buon Giorno, Hola…in other words, HELLO my fellow 
motorcycle enthusiasts! I sincerely hope you’re doing well and have survived the summer 
of peace, love, and understanding (wait…wrong decade). Okay, let’s leave the political 
strife, social unrest, and our ailments behind us and enjoy being motorcycle enthusiasts! 
You have to admit, when everything else in the world is going flipping crazy, jumping on 
the old bike or wrenching in the garage is a wonderful thing. We’re very lucky. 
 
As you can tell from my above meanderings, I don’t have a ton to write about. We’ve had 
some good rides thanks to our trusty, crusty, super-duper, excellent, man of the 
year…Road Captain Scott Larson. I do believe he’s gone above and beyond in the crazy 
COVID-infested riding season. Thanks Scott…YOU DA MAN! Everyone give him a big 
round of applause. As you can tell, we’ve been in loosey goosey mode this whole season 
with some of it planned (Scott) and sometimes we just made it up as we went along (me). 
So, if this bothers you, please accept my deepest apologies because the buck stops here 
and you can blame ME as I am the person NOT in charge of this Motley Crue. 
 
Okay I think it’s time to get down to some serious business. YES, we’re planning on 
having our Swap Meet in February. The City of Fremont is on board, and, at this time, 
they have very few restrictions. We’re hoping for the best! Second point is our Business 
Meeting on October 19th so please mark your calendar. We need your input, advice, 
support, and time as this ship doesn’t run itself. We very much want, need, and 
appreciate your help so please help (yes, sometimes I have been told I’m beyond help).  
 
We hope to see you soon, and until then, be safe, be smart, and be optimistic! J.R.  

The President’s Lowdown 
Jarl Rue 

The Retarded Spark 
The Official Publication of the Omaha Chapter AMCA® 
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I hope you all had a great summer and are ready for the fall season. We still have some 
activities planned for this year. Please check the Schedule of Events and keep an eye on 
your email for more information. Also, to keep our Name That Antique Motorcycle section 
going, please send in past photos of yourself or other members on a motorcycle to 
OmahaAMCA@gmail.com. 
 

  

Last year, while heading for Glenwood on an old bike, I had a flat tire and had to cancel. 
This year, I lost a saddlebag lid but was able to soldier on and make the ride. It was my 
fault, I forgot to put the pins back in the hinges, and due to Harley’s superior design, it 
blew off. It was a cool morning when we set sail for Kimbalton Iowa and Vern Schwarte's 
vast estate. On the way, I enlisted the help of Shelly Goerings-Smith to take some action 
photos from the seat of my sidecar. As you can see, some turned out better than others 
(I will give her another chance to hone her skills next time she comes along). When we 
got to Vern’s, we looked at his impressive collection of bikes and firepower. Then, we 
back-tracked a little way and had a good lunch in Elk Horn. A few people peeled off 
after lunch, but the rest went onto an old car dealership in Harlan Iowa. After we kicked 
around in the showroom for a few minutes, our host Ron Ronfeldt showed up and 
proceeded to take us to his secret location and show off a very impressive collection of 
old bikes (check out the pictures). Thanks to Scott Larson, our exalted Road Captain, for 
setting this up in the pandemic scare…no easy job! And thanks to Vern Schwarte, Mel, 
and Ron for showing all of us a great time. 

For full size pictures from the event, click here: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/kvg32XaMjqebntqC6 

Notes from the Editor-in-Chief 
Bruce (Scoop) Johnson 

 

Road Ride to Kimbalton, Iowa (June 2020) 

 

 

 

mailto:OmahaAMCA@gmail.com
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The club road to Doc’s Harley-Davidson. Doc and brothers have been running the 
dealership for 55 years and have a long history of racing and wrenching on vintage bikes. 
Panhead Ross from Florida was passing through and joined us as well. He's been riding 
that old Pan for 40 years including numerous trips across the United States and to every 
corner. It has 700,000 miles on it! 

For full size pictures from the event, click here: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/V6TFpgXBicqo3JbT7  

 

Road Ride to Columbus, Nebraska (July 2020) 

 

 

 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/V6TFpgXBicqo3JbT7
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Scott Larson, our intrepid road captain, outdid himself this time. He set up a ride over to 
Blakesburg Iowa to attend the antique airplane yearly national airshow. We met at a 
cafe in Glenwood for breakfast, and then took off through Iowa via county roads and 
stopped at the ax murder house in Villisca! Didn't get to go in, but still way cool. After 
spending the night in Ottumwa, we headed over to the grass field where the event was 
to take place. There must have been 100 awesome airplanes from the 20s through the 
70s. Some were magnificent restored open cockpit biplanes! Josh Trail, of 
powdercoating fame, had a plane on site and he was gracious enough to take any 
interested club members up for a ride. I even got to fly it for a while!  Nick Hildreth 
shared his wealth of knowledge about old airplanes by giving us a tour of the airfield and 
the barns where they store planes to be restored. It was so much fun that I didn't take as 
many pics as I should have but you will get the idea. This kind of stuff is a wonderful 
benefit of belonging to our club. So, if you haven't been on a ride, make plans to attend 
the next get together. Nobody ever laid on their deathbed and said “you know…I wish I 
would have worked harder.” 

For full size pictures from the event, click here: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/anSUL5QQvtepvQbY9 

 

Road Ride to Antique Aircraft Fly-In (September 2020) 

 

 

 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/anSUL5QQvtepvQbY9
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Weather was crisp and clear when we (around 20 bikes) met at the Flying J for breakfast 
before we left for Washington, Kansas. Years ago, I sold a Vincent motorcycle to Dale 
Keesecker. He’s the Midwest's authority on Vincents and almost every European bike 
known to man. Dale had completely restored the bike I sold him and was gracious 
enough to let us come down and see it and the rest of his awesome collection. After the 
tour, we stopped on the way home at a Pony Express site and had a delicious BBQ meal in 
St. Mary Nebraska. Much thanks to Scott and Nancy for setting up the ride…it was perfect 
as usual. And, thanks to my cousins, Mark and Marcia Christianson, for driving the chase 
truck. They came in handy when Tom's panhead got another flat tire just like when we 
went the last time. Again, when asked to comment, he didn't. Great trip…see you in 
October! 

For full size pictures from the event, click here: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/ujTgDnn91ZWXkxoi9 

 

Road Ride to Washington, Kansas (September 2020) 

 

 

 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/ujTgDnn91ZWXkxoi9
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Blast from the Past 
Materials from the Bob Butterfield Vault 
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Please submit your photos to OmahaAMCA@gmail.com to be included in future newsletters. 

  

 
 

Name That Antique Motorcyclist 
March’s Motorcyclist 

Phil Mast 

 

 

FOR SALE:  1955 Omaha license plate, parts 

books, manuals, and other books. Selling for a 

fair price to anyone interested. Reach out to 

Chuck Pfitzer at cpfitzer68@gmail.com. 

 

  

   

Please send classified ad requests to OmahaAMCA@gmail.com 

 
  

Name That Antique Motorcyclist 
Who Am I? Stay tuned to the next edition for the answer.  

Classifieds 

mailto:OmahaAMCA@gmail.com
mailto:cpfitzer68@gmail.com
mailto:OmahaAMCA@gmail.com
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Jarl Rue 
President 
(402) 510-3725 
jrue@omahachapteramca.org 

 

Scott Larson 
Road Captain 
(402) 660-3932 
bentbike62@gmail.com 

 

Ray Barr 
Vice President 
(402) 578-1300 
panmanray@gmail.com 

 

Bruce Johnson 
Newsletter Editor 
(402) 677-3003 
bruce.g.johnson@gmail.co
m 

 

Nancy Larson 
Treasurer 
(402) 660-4199 
quiltaholic62@gmail.com 

 

Larry Clare 
At Large Director 
(712) 310-3347 
clarel1@peoplepc.com 

 

Paul Shedd 
Secretary 
(402) 330-4856 
paulbe155@yahoo.com 

  

 
 
 

 
This newsletter is published quarterly and distributed to Omaha Chapter members, the 
editors of other AMCA® Chapters, the Directors and Officers of the Antique Motorcycle 
Club of America®, as well as individuals and businesses that support the Omaha Chapter, 
AMCA®, Inc. Membership in the Omaha Chapter of the AMCA® is open to all National 
AMCA® members in good standing. Omaha Chapter dues are $15 per year, which entitles 
each member to an annual subscription to the chapter newsletter, all chapter 
announcements, and an Omaha Chapter membership card. The membership year begins 
January 1st and ends December 31st. Please see the website (www.omahachapteramca.org) 
to join online, or mail dues and membership applications to Omaha Chapter AMCA® (PO 
Box 1712 Bellevue NE 68005).

Omaha Chapter Directors 
 

Newsletter and Membership Information 
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2020 AMCA Remaining Events 

Oct 2-3  
Chesapeake Chapter National Meet  
Event Details 

Upperco, MD 

Oct 20 
Chapter Get Together – 6:00 PM 
TBD 

Omaha, NE 

Oct 25 
Chapter Business Meeting – 2:00 PM 
Famous Dave’s (12020 Anne Street) 

Omaha, NE 

Oct 25-28 
Los Angeles Chapter Road Run 
Event Details 

Fallbrook, CA 

Nov 17 
Chapter Get Together – 6:00 PM 
TBD 

Omaha, NE 

Dec 15 
Chapter Christmas Party  
TBD 

Omaha, NE 

 

https://antiquemotorcycle.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=327323&item_id=1111664
https://antiquemotorcycle.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=327323&item_id=1127921

